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SOVIET 20TH PARTY CONGRESS

A. The 20th Party Congrnii (14-25 Pebruary) gives the clearest
definition we have had. ﬁ? ﬁnna in Soviet affairs. T?uu trends

began to emerge about the time of St:lin'l denth beaape more defi .

nite with the par‘e of Beria and lllgnkpv s demotion,‘ NQQ theéy ar-

cliearly defined. | | |

Aside:

Party rirut Bccrotary lhrushahev dan&nated
the Congress: his B—hour, 50,000-word political
report took up the 'hcle of the COngrets"gpening
vdny, his wrevision of two 1n§ortant Communist,dogm&s

was a solid dvnonstratinn of uutbority.

The wordage at the cnngres: was fantﬁatir; we
calculate roughly half a million w#rds—fatvo}ume
of ;boutbséu p&gos,ﬁuppruximttcly he sizg of Gone
¥ith The ¥Wind. lh@iovtrvylcc we think of them,

we have to give these boys credit for stamina.

|
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B. The 20th Plrtr'ﬁongrong :dd-.up to this: The pressnt
collective lcndorship,k(‘Colloctiic Dictatorship,"™ Bohlen suggests
calling it), headed by Khrushchev, Bulganin, Mikoyan and Kaganovich
is sccomplishing a peaceful revolution demigned to bury Staiiiniser
and strip Kreamlin policy of much of the impedimenta accumulated
during 20 years of absolute domination by Stalim, 1.e.,--

1. Abnolufu dictatorship based on naked police power;

3. Primary reliance on force and threat of military pcwer
to achieve Communist ends, |

3. Grim thesis of inevitability 6! war and violent
revolution. ‘

C. The Soviet leaders, after faltering, and evgn‘rn*reatznu
(Gre;co, Korea, Austria, Yugoslavia, Port Arthur, and Pcrkkala),
in the face of astout Weatern political, ecdnouic ard military re-
sistance in the later years of Stalin's 1ife and tha immediate .
Stalin era, appear to have acbhieved a new political sophisticat:on
and are challenging US and Western positiors with auﬁtlor weapons,

NSC Paper: “Communist tlcfic- against the Free Nations
Rave shifted in emphasis from reliance on violence anv
the threat of violence to reliance on division, erntice-
ment, and duplicity."

D. The three years since Stalin's death have been occupied ir
political, econamic and military rcndju.t‘ont. déltcl.d“to cleaun Qp
the Soviet dackyard and to eliminate sore points that were making
the Soviet system unappesaling politicully and ineffective in diplc -
nacy. . 'fW? M“ R

ultkc‘;wé; “The 1caﬁin; céll&ctlv! body of “the - Ftrtv 1nteq-
ﬁd&n m. fresh coursé... . Certain ossifted forms of ou:

diplowary.“of our foreign: trade and economic organs in
their rolltloal 'i%ﬁ ‘forelgn countries., . were discarded.
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Z. Three main antiStalinist idess sxpressed at the Party

Congress staad out frem the whlter of words.

1. Collective leadership: These veterans of Stalin's

ocrugl tyrlanf have at least outwardly committed
themselves to this. It is not 1ikely to work in-
definitely, but--while it does~--it gives . 11911;
bility to Soviet policy that may make it more dangercus
than the "hard" period of Stalin's last years.

Mikoyan: "The principle of collective lsadership 13
elementary for the proletarian party, for the Lenin-
type party. BHowever, we sust emphasize this old truth
because in the course of about 20 years, we in fact
had no collective leadership. The cult of personal:iv:
was flourishing--already condemped by Marx and after-
ward by Lenin--and tbkis course could not help exertios
an extremely negative influence on the mituvation wiihiuw

the Party and in its work."

Khrushchev: “The furthering of the Party's unity an.
The ralsing of the activity of its orgapiz.tions cé-
mandéd the restoration of the norms of Party lile
elaborated by Lenin, which have previously been ofts:
violated. Of primary importance was the restoraticn
and complete consolidation of Lenin's princinle of
collectivity in leadership.”

»peacetul coexistence™ and deni:i of the "fatal inevita-

bility of war¥: Thess prOp;gandi themes likely to s
a g0o0d mamy years, becausé the Kremlin pow recognizes
that Btilin was making t‘hing‘i easy for us by frightert-
small nations into cooperatiomawith the US from a dread
of gemeral war or direct Boviet military aggression.

vpoaceful coexistence”--

Khrushehev: "Therm are omnly tvo ways: eitber plec--
Yol Gosxlatence or the most destructive war in histor:.
There is no third way....It is common knowledge tta:
we have always, from the very first years of Soviet
power, stood with equal firmness for peaceful eo-
existence. Hence it is not a tactical move, but 4
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Khrushghev: "War is not fatilistieally inevitable.™

The “secred” texts before the 20th Party Congress:

Lenin (1919): ".,,.the existence of the Soviet Repub-
JI¢ side by side with tmperialist states for a ion:
time is unthinkable., One or the okhher wmust triumcn
in the end, and hefore that end supervenrs, a series
of frightful collisions between the Soviet Republi-
‘apd the bourgeois states will be inevitable.”

Stalin (1952): "In order to eliminate the inevita-
y of wara, imperialism must be destroyed."”

Peaceful parliamentary "Trapsition to socialism™ (wdich f

course in Soviet jargon means Communist conirol). This ‘s
a #ignal for full apeed abead on the "popular front™ in unstao;

political arenas like PFPrance, Italy, and Indonesia,

Khrushchev: "The present situation offers the workii.
cTass In a number Qf capitalist countries a real oppor-
tunity to unite the overwhelming nmajority of the pecpi-=
under its leadership....In these circumstances, the
working class...is in a poeition to defeat the reactt .ar:
forces opposed to the popular interest, to capture :
stable majemity in parliament, and transform the lat:er
from an organ of bourgeocis democracy into a gensine
instrument of peoples' will.*

Mikoyan: "By force of the favorable postwar situat:

In Tzechoslovakia the socialist revolution was carr -
out by peaceful means, Communists came into power :tter
having allied themselves not only with the parties
the working people which were close to them but a.iso
with the bourgeois parties which supported the comvo:
national fromt."™

The ald gg!;u was, according to Stalim (1938): *The
trans rom capitalism to socla and the liber.-

tiom ot the working class fros the yoke of-capibaliss
cannot be otfcctod by slow changes, by reforms, but cnij
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| # ole cwm xum 1a France sad Ttaly have bna ‘shaken

by Soviet npuuua o@;_,ltﬂ.utm. But this may ﬁ!l new loseors a

chance, now, ‘to revitalise their parties and appeal to respsctable

intellectual and working-class support, previously repelled by the
unfailing sybordinatiom of local interests to Soviet: policy.

G. Khrushchey, Bulgania, Kikoyan and Kaganovich evidently ara
gaabling that they can push American influence off the EBurasian
continent without war--by political, economic and subversive pressures
alone,

H. Tbere have beea differing reactions in Communist circles
thro@ghout the world., | |

1. Yugoslavia: The Tito regime finds the developments ut
the Congress very much to ;ts liking. The Yugoslavs

have already bica citing these developments as evidenco

of the correctness of their policies in the present

international situation. The Yﬁgosl&v press has strasmse :
the thcnt to 'hiel'tht U8R Sta adopted views asimilar

to Yugoslav déctrintifinfpmrtieﬁltr, the existence cf

differing roads to socialéam.

a. ’rnm rroaeh c«uuin Pu-ty umhra, in contrast,

‘\ltt obviously -nb;ru:scd and have largely kept out of
l\:l.nir paper, L'Hwmanite, Moscow's repudiation of Stuliits
um rigid ideclogical conformity. | _

3. h litem: Some trouble is likely to dovolop vith the
llttlkit. rogilel, which have always been kept under heiv-
!ovht;‘ ith}:b'. They now wee Tito's struggle against
Btaliaiég dictation paying off hind-unely,';nd “diffart .
roads to socialisms” endorsed by Mostow.

Approved For Release 1999/09/08 :.C’IA!I__QBPSORM443R000400280004-5
aEm—

:



D
Approved For Release 1999/09/08 : CIA-RDP80R01443R000400280004-5
4. Communist China: Peiping 1s being polite, although

some Chinese may feel Khrushchev's pretemsiors to
being an ideolcgist lessen the stature <f Mao Tse-tung,
who is recognized as having "creatively interprete.’
Marxisa-Leninism.
1. The whole Soviet regime agaio dedicated itself to saiv.a.. !
a rapid pace of development of iadustrial, and nuclear, streagtn.

Khrushchev: "Statistics sbow that in A quarter of a
centurg...the Soviet Union increased its industrial out-
put more than 20 fold despite the tremendous damags dono
to its national ecouomy by the war., Meanwhile, the United
States, which enjoyed exceptionally favorable conditions,
was only able to slightly more than double its producticn,
while industry in the capitalist world as u whole fatled
10 register ever that growth.,"

Saburov: "It is true that we have not yet ceught up %o
the United States in the volume of the gquartity of in-
dustrial production per capita and, sc far, in the gener..
volume of industrial production.. However, the puce of
our development, which by many times exceeds the pace of
growth in the United States, permits us to overcome this
lagging within a very short historic period of time.”

Among the many sources of future Soviet eccaomic Atreu;'.
cited in lyric terms at the Congress, was the develcpment o7 ut .:..

power,

Bulganin: "...¥While the 19th Century was zainly <he
century of steam, the 20th Century, the century ¢’ cle :
city, is beginning under our eyes to ba transformed .u.t.
the century of atomic energy....¥We Communists mus: full;
place the greatest discovery of the 20th Century, «tom:ic
eneryy, at the sexrfce of the cause whose implementatiuc
is the ultimate programmigic goal of our party--tiae cause
of building Communisms. In the peaceful use of atomic
energy, our country is ahead of other countries. This
leading role we must consolidate also in the future.”
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J. sbviet leaders made it clear that the USSR's military
strength will be maintainmed at a’hizh level, although they empha-
sized that Boviet military power would be aaplofod only defansively,
or as a deterrent to Western initiation of hostilities.
Marshal Zhukov: ;Ifho USSR 1is7 protected by diverss
atomIc and thermonucleair weapons, powerful rociet-

propelled and jet-propelled armaments of varlcus i1ypes,
including long rnnge missiles.”

Mikoyan: '...In the event of Americar aggression,
hydrogen bombs can in return fall on American cities
too...Hydrogem and atomic warfare can bring about uyreat
devastation, but it cannot result in the destructior

of mankind and its regime of capitalisn in 1ts imperia-

list stage. Communism has no need of war, It I8 against

war; the ideas of Communiste® will triumph without war.”
K. The policy themes stressed by Soviet leaders it the
Copgress are directed at:

1. Reducing fear of Soviest reeort to war to «xpand the
URSS ‘s sphere of daminance.

a. nondofing more palatable Soviet and local Communist
political methods, 8o as to facilitate the formatio:
of popular front govermsents in non-Communist countries.

3. Enhancing Soviet prestige in Asia and Africa.

L. Khrushchev included "peace-loving™ neutral states in bot!
Asia and Burcve, along with the Sino-goviet bloc, in‘a vast "zone

of peace” whers Soviet leaders expect to play a decisive role.

.
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anovieh: “"Lemia, analyxing the prospects of world
- ® » Wrote 33 years ago: 'The issue of the

straggle ultimately depends upon the fact that Russia,
India, and China comprise the gigantic majority ci the
population, and it As just this majority of the pcpu-
lation that bas bedn caming together at au usprécedentad
speed in recent years in the struggle for their libera-
tion. There cannot be the slightest doubt of what the
final outcome of the world struggle will b=a. In tlis
respect the ultimate victory of soclalism is fully an?
undoubtedly assured.'”

"Now the whole world is watching this remarkable
prophecy of the genius of mankind, Valdimir Ilyict
Lenin, coms true."
M. All the speeches of the Soviet leaders make it clear tha:
the capture of powsr, establishmert of "dictatorships of thv: roir-

tariat,” and the revolutionary transformation <f society remnatn

(%
v

the ultimate aims of Communist parties. Khrushchev's revisions
Communist dogma constitute mainly an adaission that these long-
term Communist objectives can be reached by mesars hitherto con-

sidersd uarealistic and for that reamon wroag.

Approved For Release 1999/09/08 : CIA-RM’BORM443R000400280004-5



..Approved For Release 1999/09/08 : CIA-RDP80R01443R000400280004-5

N3C BRIEBFING 26 FEBRUARY 1956
BACKGROUND--OONGRESS STATISTICS

A. Estimated time and leagth of six main speeches:

Khrushchev 8 hours 50,000 words comprehensive,
aunthoritative.

éulganin 4 hours . 25,000 words routine--mostly -
Sixth Five Vear Plar.

Mikoyan 1 hour 10,000 words comprehensis ., 7

: 43 minutes ful, pungen: 11

phrasinyg.

Kaganovich 1 hour 9,009 words routine, 4.moszt

30 minutes ‘ technical «conos
Malenkov 1 hour 8,000 words surprisingly LHNE T
‘ 15 minutes ’ but very cauticus.

full of gquotes
Lenin, Bulk op
electric power.

Molotov 1 hour 7,500 words apologetic, near ..
all on foreign

B. Total wordags of Ptrty Congress spesches will approach hall =
million.

1. Sixteen members (of a total of 17) of Party Presidium (tc;
cirele--old Politburo) and Party Secretariat woreAspeakere
at the Congress. Ponomarenko déd not speak, which may mea:
a loea of status. )

New Presidium being elected Monday (27 February) .

20, Bach spesch is followed by "debate™ from the flocr, 1.4,
thanks to speaker and Aaudatory remarks from various dole-
gates. TFor example, lhrulhcﬁav'a dny-iong oration was

followed by remarks from 51 "debators.”
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